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SUBJECT: Gen-Probe: New methodology for the detection of Chlamydia trachomatis (CT)
and Neisseria gonorrhoeae (NG) from genital tract sites

DATE: May 23, 2007

Beginning June 4, 2007, the Molecular Microbiology Laboratory will introduce a new
methodology for the detection of Chlamydia trachomatis (CT) and Neisseria gonorrhoeae (NG)
from genital tract sites. The new methodology, the Gen-Probe Aptima Combo 2 system, is a
transcription-mediated amplification assay which detects ribosomal RNA (rRNA). This test
replaces the existing Roche COBAS Amplicor PCR.

The Gen-Probe test has several advantages relative to the COBAS:

e Increased sensitivity by a factor of approximately 10° - 10%, giving fewer false negatives;

e Increased specificity, giving fewer false positives;

e Increased flexibility in specimen choice - the Gen-Probe Aptima is FDA-approved for the
detection of both CT and NG from urine specimens (both male and female), endocervical
swabs, and urethral swabs;

e Decreased susceptibility to inhibitory substances, leading to fewer “Equivocal” results.

Testing will be performed three times a week with a 3 day turn around time.

The tests may be ordered through SMS/CPOE as “C. TRACHOMATIS NAA” (9187) and “N.
GONORRHOEAE NAA” (9190). (NAA = “Nucleic Acid Amplification™)

For further information, please contact the Molecular Microbiology Laboratory at 966-6101, or

Dr. Melissa Miller, 966-3273.

(Please see second page for IMPORTANT Specimen Collection Information)
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