Memorandum #48

To:  Physicians, House Staff, Nursing Staff and Department Heads

From: Laura McClannan
Assistant Administrative Director, Transplant Service Laboratories

John Schmitz, Ph.D.
Director, Histocompatibility Laboratory

James D. Folds, Ph.D.
Director, McLendon Clinical Laboratories

Date: December 16, 2003

Re:  Sample Requirements

Starting January 5, 2004 the sample requirements for Tissue Typing, HLA-ABC and
HLA-DR, testing will change from a green top heparin tube to a yellow top ACD solution
A (ACD-A) tube. The new ACD-A tubes are 8.5 ml tubes.

The ACD-A tissue typing specimens will allow the Histocompatibility Laboratory (HLA
Lab) to perform testing by serologic or molecular methodology. With this switch to
ACD-A the volume of blood required for testing will decrease to 2 yellow top ACD-A
tubes (17mls of blood). The green top tubes will continue to be available for other
laboratory tests. If you have any questions or concerns about the new sample
requirements, please call the HLA Lab at 966-4057.



